2017 LOCAL CONTENT AND SERVICE
REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY
FROM WGCU-TV

“In this time of attacks on news media, I want to let
WGCU know that I appreciate the unbiased and truthful
coverage of the news.”
- Deborah Lee, Fort Myers, FL

The Mission of WGCU Public Media is to inspire, inform, educate, engage and
0entertain through the power of public media.
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WGCU Public Media is a valuable In FY17, WGCU Public Media
part of the Southwest Florida
provided these key local
area.
services:

WGCU Public Media local services
had deep impact in the Southwest
Florida area.

As a testimony to our local value,
our membership surged from
14,790 in FY16 to 16,211. We
welcomed 5,059 brand new
members in FY17.

In FY17, WGCU worked with
community partners on screenings,
workshops, and special events
including Bleu Provence,
Conservancy of Southwest Florida,
Rosy Tomorrow’s Heritage Farm,
Norman Love Confections, Arsenault
Gallery, Southwest Florida
Community Foundation, the
Women’s Foundation of Southwest
Florida, the Golisano Children’s
Museum of Naples, the Naples
Council on World Affairs, the Lee
County Library System, Artis Naples,
and the Holocaust Museum and
Education Center of Southwest
Florida.

With an enhanced focus on
digital offerings, WGCU
implemented a strategy in FY17
that best utilized our web and
social media platforms. This
resulted in wgcu.org serving
540,577 users (an increase of
over 47% compared to FY16),
50% of which were new users.

WGCU serves all or some of
Lee, Collier, Charlotte, Hendry,
Sarasota, Desoto and Glades
counties, which is an area
comprising almost one-fifth of
the state.
WGCU-TV serves more than
600,000 viewers over the
course of a month and
consistently ranks in the top
five most-watched public
television stations in the
country. WGCU-FM serves
more than 100,000 listeners
weekly.
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WGCU PUBLIC MEDIA LOCAL PRODUCTIONS & ENGAGEMENT EFFORTS
During the last fiscal year, from July 1, 2016, to June 30, 2017, WGCU Public Media produced
more than 357 hours of local content. The content aired on WGCU-TV and FM/HD radio. Local
television programs were re-distributed to county schools and aired on local government
television channels as well. All newscasts and programs are archived on wgcu.org for access by
teachers and students 24-hours a day. Highlights of our TV and radio productions, digital
platforms and community outreach efforts are featured in this report.

KEY INTIATIVES & COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Producing Community-Focused Documentaries and Series
WGCU-TV has produced more than 50 documentaries that help Southwest Floridians develop a
meaningful understanding of our diverse region and a deeper sense of community. Last year,
WGCU was proud add even more quality programming. In celebration of Earth Day, WGCU’s
Emmy-award-winning Curious Kids took an adventure-filled trip to Cayo Costa to go fossil
hunting with renowned expert Mark Renz, shelling on Sanibel Island, and learn about the
mysterious horseshoe crab. DVDs of the program were sent to all of the media departments in
the five-county school district that WGCU serves. We also filmed the Bower School of Music
Chamber Choir and the Florida Gulf Coast University Choir for the third year in a row as they
presented Joyful & Triumphant, an annual holiday performance that captures the spirit of the
season.
WGCU debuts new signature event, Twisted Strings Music Festival
Friends and supporters of our station regularly clamored for a community event that would
welcome diversity (in race, region, socioeconomic status, and music interests). WGCU wanted
to offer something new and vibrant to the Southwest Florida region while introducing
attendees to new and different music genres that honor the longstanding history and
importance of classical music. After five long years of planning and brainstorming, our new
signature fundraising event was born: the Twisted Strings Music Festival. The first annual
outdoor festival brought together nearly 1,000 people at Top Rocker Field at Six-Bends HarleyDavidson on Saturday, February 11 to hear classically-trained musicians fuse years of musical
training on stringed (and other) instruments with the sounds of jazz, blues, soul, rock, hip hop,
and world music. A microsite, TwistedStrings.org, was created to archive the event.
24/7 PBS KIDS Channel launches
WGCU continued to extend its commitment to early learning by launching a 24/7 PBS KIDS
channel in January 2017, which offered families high-quality PBS KIDS content that is trusted by
parents and proven to help kids learn. PBS stations reach more kids ages 2-5, more moms with
children under 6 years old and more children from low-income families than any other kids TV
network. With the addition of a PBS Kids 24/7 channel, children can now tune into meaningful
television on WGCU anytime from any phone, computer or tablet (WATCH).
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GULF COAST LIVE MOVES FROM ONCE A WEEK TO DAILY TALK SHOW
The WGCU FM newsroom continued to foster community engagement in FY17 through the live,
locally produced, call-in radio show Gulf Coast LIVE. To better understand what’s important to
people in our region and to hold even more civic conversations, Gulf Coast LIVE evolved from
airing once a week to a daily show focusing on issues that matter to Southwest Floridians. This
gave listeners the chance to share their thoughts and connect to their community live on the
radio, in addition to interacting with experts, decision makers and each other via phone calls
and social media (LISTEN).

NOTABLE GULF COAST LIVE SEGMENTS
Hatching Eggs on Fort Myers 'Eagle Cam' Capture
International Audience
By far the most popular and far-reaching segment was
in January 2017, which featured Eaglets hatching on a
North Fort Myers property where an "Eagle Cam" is set
up and watching over Harriet the Eagle, her husband,
and their offspring (LISTEN).
Gulf Coast Live On Location: 'Violins of Hope' at Jewish
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
In February 2017, we took the show to Sarasota to talk
to the man who saved and refurbished hundreds of
violins that were used by prisoners of concentration
camps. This was part of a traveling exhibit called
"Violins of Hope" and we were able to hear some of
these historically moving instruments played by a gifted
violinist (LISTEN).
Chief Derrick Diggs and the State of the Fort Myers
Police Department
In March 2017, we were able to sit down for a difficult
interview with Fort Myers Police Chief Derrick Diggs just
days after a controversial internal investigation and
study revealed issues with the police department
stemming back several years, mostly under the tenure
of Diggs' predecessor. We talked about how the
department plans to take the report's
recommendations and learned a little more about the
man in charge of shaping up one of the city's biggest
offices (LISTEN).
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STORIES OF IMPACT

Vietnam VETS: Stories of Service
Forty-two years after the Vietnam War was
officially declared as ended, five Southwest Florida
veterans share their remarkable stories of service.
WGCU held a premier screening in the studio. The
five veterans involved in the documentary served
on a panel and answered audience questions. They
also shared their experiences and insight into the
Vietnam War (WATCH).

Reading, Writing & Civil Rights: Enduring Impacts
Leaders of Southwest Florida’s African-American
community share their reflections on the
ramifications of school desegregation. Some of the
questions they answer: Were there unintended
consequences? Was the essence of their identity
challenged? Did the fabric of their neighborhoods
change? What other outcomes emerged from the
Supreme Court decision? WGCU held a premier
screening in the studio (WATCH).
Preserving Our Waters
A look at the 50-year history of the Estero Bay
Aquatic Preserve and the people behind the efforts
to create the first aquatic preserve in Florida
waters. The film explores how these actions were
the blueprint for the Florida Aquatic Preserve Act
of 1975 and the statewide aquatic preserve
system. It also addresses the state of the
preserve’s water quality today and the groups that
are working to continue its preservation in
increasing challenging times. A premier was held in
WGCU studios with a panel of local
environmentalists to answer audience questions
about the state of our local estuaries (WATCH).
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Inspired by the PBS/AOL initiative MAKERS: Women Who Make America, WGCU honors
outstanding women in our region. As the only regional award for women based on a public
nomination process and a digital archive of video and audio portraits, MAKERS: Women Who
Make Southwest Florida was recognized as a valuable and visionary community service.
Two of our 2017 MAKERS articulate its impact:
“I would like to see cancer presumption legislation
for firefighters passed in the state of Florida.
Cancer is the No. 1 killer of firefighters and
currently 37 other states protect firefighters and
their families with presumption legislation. The
modern fires we face have changed with the
introduction of lightweight construction, the influx
of electronic gadgets found in homes and the fact
that our furnishings are no longer natural
products but are synthetic and petroleum or
plastic products. When these furnishings burn they
produce toxic smoke. In the past two years, more
firefighters have been diagnosed with cancer than
in the previous 10 years. That is a scary statistic.”
-HEATHER MAZURKIEWICZ
“I wish the residents of Southwest Florida
understood how very little our counties spend on
children’s services, especially for those living in
poverty. With the known risk factors of
concentrated, multi-generational poverty, we’re
going to spend the money sooner or later.
Prevention is better (and less expensive) than
incarceration. We know how to fix the problem,
but it does take money and an exercise of the
will.”
-KATHRYN KELLY
The MAKERS initiative reflects the value of WGCU Public Media’s local service to Southwest
Florida. Each year, all media streams present the stories of inspiring, leading women to our
region. Their video and audio portraits are archived at http://wgcumakers.org/.

