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University of Florida graduate
student presents her discovery
at Orlando climate conference
By Tom Bayles
WGCU Environmental Reporter

An international climate change conference in Orlando featured dozens of
experts who spoke of carbon sinks, carbon traps, carbon sequestration and of
being carbon neutral. Only the youngest and newest scientist received a
standing ovation. Precious Nyabami, a 26-year-old University of Florida
graduate student, was honored for her discovery that farmers can easily trap a
whole bunch of planet-warming carbon.

READ MORE

More WGCU Environmental Coverage of Note

THE CONSERVANCY OF
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

Earth Day at
Conservancy

The Conservancy of
Southwest Florida is
hosting a free Earth Day
Festival from 10 am to 3
pm April 23. The event
will include live animal
encounters, electric boat
tours, food trucks, and
nature walks. Programs
include:
• 10:30 a.m. Little
Explorers
• 11 a.m. Super Science
Show with Glen Beitman
• 11:30 a.m. Invasive
Species Talk

COURTESY OF
FLORIDA FWC

WGCU PBS honors
Earth Month

WGCU PBS is airing
plenty of
environmentally themed
programs for Earth
Month. Here are three:
Earth Emergency
reveals how human
activity is setting off
dangerous warming
loops that are pushing
the climate to a point of
no return. (Wednesday,
April 10 at 10 pm,
WGCU PBS)
Florida Panthers: The
Need for Connectivity

TRUDY WALDEN/AUDUBON
PHOTOGRAPHY AWARDS

It's nesting season
on Florida coasts
Birds have begun
nesting along the Florida
coast. Here’s what you
should know to help
protect the birds and
their ecosystems this
spring and summer.
Shorebirds and seabirds
build their nest in the
sand, but be careful –
these nests tend to be
shallow, and their eggs
are difficult to see. The
eggs are often
camouflaged in the
sand, which is a form of
predator protection.
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• Noon Little Explorers
and Ocean Plastics
• 12:30 p.m. Animal
Injuries Talk
• 1 p.m. Sea Turtle
Program, featuring the
Conservancy Science
Team
• 1:30 p.m. “Science on a
Sphere,” Climate Change
Talk
The event will be at the
Nature Center, 1495
Smith Preserve Way,
Naples.

LEARN MORE

tells the story of an
incredible panther,
FP224, and how
vehicles and growth can
adversely affect wildlife.
(Thursday, April 21 at
8:30 pm on WGCU PBS)
Southwest Florida’s
Mangrove Coast is the
40-year history of
Rookery Bay National
Estuarine Research
Reserve. The film was
produced by Emmy-
winning cinematographer
Elam Stoltzfus.

WATCH PREVIEW

They can be easily
missed and stepped on.
On our beaches, some
of the most common
birds you might see
nesting are snowy
plovers, least terns,
black skimmers,
American oystercatchers
and Wilson’s plovers.
“People and coastal
birds can share the
beach,” said Audrey
DeRose-Wilson of
Audubon Florida . “The
key thing is to keep your
distance.”

READ MORE

Read more environmental reporting

Photo of the Month

Wading birds are back to enjoying wet marshes at Corkscrew. 
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Invasives out, birds in at Corkscrew Swamp
Florida Audubon’s effort to remove invasive Carolina willows from wet prairies
inside the Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary is yielding results that even roseate
spoonbills can love. The group is tearing out and grinding up the willows, which
have a root system that can suck a wet meadow dry, ruining its habitat for
birds, small creatures and tiny fish. Audubon crews have removed 1,000 acres
of willow – just under half the total – and 867 acres are being restored.
Managers say nature’s response to the restoration process is rapid – and
apparent.  

READ MORE OF THIS STORY

NOTE: To submit a photo that you shot for consideration for Photo of the Month,
send an electronic copy of the image in high resolution, 1 MB or more, in .jpg, .png or .tif
format, along with 50 words or fewer on what is in the photo, and where and when it was
taken. Include your telephone number (for verification, not for publication). Your
submission implies permission to publish it and your compensation is a photo credit (and
publication!). Send the image as an attachment (send a smart phone photo “actual size”)
to an email to tbayles@wgcu.org. Photos must be originals; those copied from a website
will not work.

Environmental reporting for WGCU is funded
in part by VoLo Foundation, a non-profit with a
mission to accelerate change and global
impact by supporting science-based climate

solutions, enhancing education, and improving health.
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